Justice Portfolio to play its part during Schoolies Week

Many of the Justice agencies are involved in keeping young people safe during the annual Schoolies Week celebrations which centre on Victor Harbor during November.

South Australia Police will play a key role promoting a sensible approach by all involved to minimise unruly behaviour and encourage fun celebrations which do not interfere with the peace, comfort and safety of all members of the community.

Other active agencies promoting a safe environment for party-goers include the Office of the Liquor and Gambling Commissioner, the Office of the Equal Opportunity Commissioner and the Office for Women.

The Office of the Liquor and Gambling Commissioner has a focus on reducing the effects and consumption of alcohol by providing advice and information around liquor licensing laws, underage drinking and the potentially harmful effects of alcohol.

The Office of the Equal Opportunity Commissioner will tackle issues about age discrimination in accommodation and the importance of knowing the difference between flirting and sexual harassment, and the Office for Women will target the serious dangers of drink spiking.

Helping hands honoured at Kangaroo Island community cabinet

An awards ceremony recognising the work of volunteers within the Kangaroo Island community was held at last month’s Community Cabinet on the island.

The awards ceremony was the very first instalment in what will become a permanent feature of all future community cabinet events. 

Winners of the Premier’s Certificate of Appreciation and local community project award, The Wombat, were presented by Premier Mike Rann and the Minister for Volunteers, Jennifer Rankine, at a special morning tea organised to give thanks to dozens of local volunteers. 

For further information, contact the Office for Volunteers by phoning (08) 8463 4490 or emailing ofv@saugov.sa.gov.au.

New online payment for expiation notices now available

SAPOL epay, www.epay.police.sa.gov.au, is an Expiation Notice Branch initiative to allow payments to be made online for fines that are computer generated from a speed or red light camera offence. 

The service is intended to provide a fast and convenient option for payment of expiation and reminder notices and will complement the existing postal, phone and over-the-counter payment methods.

SAPOL claims top award for injury management

Congratulations to South Australia Police (SAPOL), who has won a major State award for its workers’ compensation injury management system.

At the Self Insurers of South Australia Inc (SISA) awards presentation in August, SAPOL’s Injury Management Section received the SISA Injury Management Award in recognition of ‘outstanding achievement in the management of workplace injury’.

An incorporated association, SISA represents most of South Australia’s largest public and private sector employers in occupational health, safety and injury management. Each year it presents six awards to recognise the achievements of these employers.

SAPOL worked with an injury management consultant, Gallagher Bassett, to develop a new injury management system in the last 12 months that met the specific needs of the SAPOL work environment. This award-winning system is assisting SAPOL meet all performance requirements within injury management, as well as helping injured employees to recover and return to work as soon as possible.

Leigh Creek’s SES Volunteers clean up the Outback

State Emergency Service (SES) volunteers from the Leigh Creek SES Unit have just returned from a gruelling 1500-kilometre five-day trek to clean up the rubbish along some of the Outback’s main tracks.  

The truck collected hundreds of discarded blown tyres, as well as general rubbish, steel, timber and recyclable items.  At the end of the trip they had removed three truck loads and 20 trailers of rubbish from the Strzelecki Track and surrounding areas.

It is also worth noting the contribution of other government agencies on this trek. The Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure sponsored fuel for the project and the Department for Environment and Heritage allowed the group to use the maintenance quarters at Innamincka in return for cleaning up the Reserve.
This is a fabulous result and is another fine example of the enormous contribution made to the state by our volunteers.
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